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(54) INFORMATION PROVIDING METHOD AND DEVICE. INFORMATION RECEIVING DEVICE AND INFORMATION 
DESCRIBING METHOD 

(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To extract only a part in which a user 
takes interest from a large quantity of multimedia information and to 
selectively provide the individual information on every user. 
SOLUTION: An attribute is acquired to know the type of the 
relevant information by performing a moving image analysis, an 
acoustic/voice analysis and a text analysis to the multimedia 
information contained in a data base 101. Then the attribute is given 
to the relevant information. A retrieval part 105 extracts a part in 
which a user takes interest from the multimedia information 
according to the attribute and a user profile that is previously 
registered. An associating part 106 associates a representative 
image (still picture) of plural partial images with a multimedia image 
and displays the representative image and the attribute in a list 
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